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Coming Events  

* AIRCRAFT      

   FOR ANIMALSò  

   FLY-IN 2010 

   May 8th  

   (Rain date May        

   15th) 

*  Low Country     

    Boil (fall)  
For up to date times and other 

events, please check 

www.oconeehumane.org 
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Protecting Animals: Domestic 

Abuse and Animal Abuse 
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Emilie Ridge  

Animal Legal & Historical Center  

Michigan State University College of Law 

2008  
 

Pets are part of the family in the majority of 

American households.  Nearly seventy-five 

percent of families with school-age children 

have at least one companion animal. When 

the family is experiencing violence, these 

pets often become the target. Abusers in a 

violent domestic relationship attempt to 

demonstrate control over their victim by 

threatening, harming, or killing the victimôs 

pets. This perpetuates the victimôs context 

of living in fear and paralyzes the victimôs 

ability to leave the violent relationship.  

For many battered women, their companion 

animals are a source of comfort.  They pro-

vide the women with emotional support and 

affection that is not found elsewhere in the 

violent relationship. Recognizing this aspect 

of support, the abuser will harm or kill the 

animal to further isolate their victim and 

increase her dependence on the abuser.   

A study was published in the February, 

2000 issue of Violence Against Women ex-

amining 111 battered women who sought 

shelter in South Carolina. This research 

found that of those women with companion 

animals, almost half reported their current 

or former partners had threatened or abused 

their animals. Secondly, children exposed to 

family abuse situations or those who have 

abused animals themselves are at a greater 

risk of psychological and behavioral prob-

lems in the future. The cycle is then com-

plete, because they are more likely to grow 

up and become the abuser in their own 

families. 

  

ñI Read to Animalsò 
Domestic violence is on the rise in Oconee 

County. In the April 3rd, 2010 edition of the 

Daily Journal, some numbers were reported 

to substantiate this fact. In 2008, the 

Countyôs child guardian program assisted 

95 abused and neglected children. This 

number jumped to 222 last year. The current 

economic situation, with high unemploy-

ment, frustration, anger and stress, has sig-

nificantly contributed to this increase in vio-

lence. 

To help break the cycle of abuse, our next 

generation must be educated to be kinder to 

animals. The Oconee Humane Society has 

identified Humane Education as one of its 

strategic goals for this year. The OHS and 

the Oconee Public Library System have 

joined efforts in addressing this goal by of-

fering a new program. The ñI Read to Ani-

malsò program has been developed by the  

well-known Best Friends Animal Sanctuary 

in Kanab, Utah. The children will be read-

ing to pet--type animals (dogs, cats,  

Protecting Animals and  

Educating Children  
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bunnies, turtles and birds), doing related craft 

activities and adopting (stuffed) ñshelter ani-

malsò, while learning about kindness and respon-

sibility. In addition, the program encourages lan-

guage and reading skills and helps increase chil-

drenôs self-esteem and confidence. It has been 

met with great enthusiasm in other parts of the 

country.                                                                             

The May dates at the libraries are as follows:  

Walhalla 5th, Seneca 12th, Westminster 19th & 

Salem 26th. The sessions will continue to be of-

fered every Wednesday, on a rotating basis 

throughout the library system. The session times 

are from 4:00PM ï 5:00PM and registration 

forms will be available at each libraries desk. For 

additional information or to volunteer, please 

contact: Ann Karwatka 864-280-2220 or Suz-

anne Daddis 864-884-9984. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lovely Lilies and Curious Cats:  

A Dangerous Combination  
 

Cats are curious creatures by nature. They love to 

play, jump, and roam around the house, but some-

times their inquisitive personalities get the best of 

them. As the plastic eggs filled with candy and the 

baskets of colorful plastic grass leave the store and 

enter your home, itôs important to remember that 

these items can be dangerous for our feline friends. 

 

Itôs also important to remember that while lilies, a 

common household plant, are lovely to see and 

smell, they are still a safety threat for our cats. The 

entire lily plant (leaf, pollen, and flower) is consid-

ered to be toxic for cats. If you have lilies in your 

home this Easter, make sure that your cat doesnôt eat 

any part of the plants.   

Symptoms of lily toxicity in cats include lethargy 

(decreased activity), vomiting, and loss of appetite. 

These symptoms worsen as the kidney damage pro-

gresses, leading to death.  Early veterinary treatment 

is critical.  If you suspect that your cat has eaten any 

part of a lily or its pollen, call your veterinarian im-

mediately. 
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SPECIAL  THANKS  TO  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
   

 
 

Peter Hens 

A Man for all Seasons! 
 

Recently, Peter Hens resigned from the Board of 

Directors of the Oconee Humane Society after 

serving numerous years. 

Peter was a tireless worker and never refused to 

serve where needed. He always plunged in and 

provided leadership and labor as required.  

He chaired many projects and accepted designated 

roles on various committees with enthusiasm and 

great effort. 

Peter will be missed as a Board Member, but we 

have already called upon him to serve and offer 

his expertise on various projects.  

We will miss your constant presence, but we look 

forward to working with you on various projects 

to benefit the Humane Society and the many ani-

mals we try to serve. 

Thank you Peter, for all you have done and for 

all we will continue to ask you to do!!! 

   Ask Neuty   (our spay/neuter expert) 

Dear Neuty,    

I was told that you have 

already been neutered. I 

have a 3 month old, male, 

lab puppy. How soon can I 

have my vet neuter him? 
David (Salem)   

                                       

Dear David,                                                                     

Early-age spaying/neutering is being performed 

more and more frequently and the range of benefits 

provided for both animals and people is great. Re-

search has proven that it is safe to spay and neuter 

kittens and puppies at a much earlier age than vet-

erinarians once thought. Many veterinarians are 

now safely and routinely performing spay and neu-

ter surgery on kittens and puppies at eight weeks of 

age. Low body fat makes these surgeries easier to 

accomplish and puppies and kittens tolerate the pro-

cedures very well and recover more quickly than do 

older animals. So make your appointment as soon 

as possible and Thank You for being responsible! 

 

I WANT TO TAKE THEM ALL HOME  
 

He was going down the side of the road, 

between Popôs Country store and the vultureôs tree. 

I caught his movement in the grass, 

saw him trotting towards me, 

my two ton vehicle in too close proximity 

to  his tiny beagle body. 

I pressed the brakes, pulled my heartstrings, 

prayed he stay the course, 

no sudden turns. 

In my mirror, I saw him, 

off to some doggie destination. 

Would they all, 

squirrels, chipmunks, opossum, deer, 

have sensors in their feet, 

asphalt sensors to send them scurrying 

back to the grass and woods. 

Stay safe, little creatures, 

Stay safe.    Patti Conroy 

     August 2007 

 

 

Board Members 2010 
 

Lindsey Addis, President 

Ann Karwatka, Vice President 

Carole Ritter, Treasurer 

Diane Kelley, Secretary 

Robert A Bateman, Building Fund 

Dan Schmiedt, Parliamentarian 

Randy van Surdam, Director 

Norm Weber, Director 

Chris Delmonico, Director 

Christine Drais, Director  
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Canine Rivalry 

What is Canine Rivalry? 

Canine rivalry refers to repeated conflicts between 

dogs living in the same household. Animals that 

live in social groups establish a social structure 

within that group. This social structure is hierar-

chical and dogs determine their place in the hierar-

chy through control of and access to various re-

sources, such as food, toys and attention from peo-

ple. A stable hierarchy in which each individual 

knows and accepts his rank provides dogs with a 

sense of comfort and belonging. Conflicts arise 

between household dogs when there is instability 

in the social structure; that is, when the ranking of 

each dog is not clear or is in contention. Dogs may 

warn each other initially by snarling, growling or 

snapping, but not causing injury. However, the 

conflict may sometimes intensify into prolonged 

bouts of dangerous fighting, which may result in 

one or both dogs being injured. 

Why Conflict Occurs 

Conflicts between household dogs develop for a 

wide variety of reasons.  

Conflicts may occur if: 

¶  A new animal has been introduced to the 

household. 

¶  A resident animal has died or no longer lives 

in the house. 

¶  A resident animal is re-introduced after an ab-

sence. 

¶  A young dog reaches social maturity, which is 

usually between 10 months and 2 years of age, 

and challenges the established higher-ranking 

dog. 

¶  A high-ranking dog ages or becomes ill and 

cannot maintain his higher status. 

How dominance is established: Dogs usually de-

termine their social ranking through a series of be-

haviors, which include body postures and vocali-

zations that donôt result in injury. Examples of 

these behaviors are one dog ñstanding overò an-

other by placing his 

paws or neck on the shoulders of the other, mount-

ing, lip licking or rolling over onto the back. Some 

dogs may take toys away from other dogs, insist 

on being petted first or exercise control over other 

resources. However, because of past experiences, 

inadequate socialization or genetic tendencies, 

The Social Structure: Do not attempt to influence or de-

fine the dogsô rankings by treating them equally or by pre-

venting a higher-ranking dog from asserting his position 

over another dog. The dogs should be allowed to deter-

mine control of resources, such as toys and favorite sleep-

ing places, amongst themselves. As much as possible, re-

frain from interfering in the dogsô interactions with each 

other. But most importantly , establish yourself at the top 

of the hierarchy. If your position as leader is clear, it will 

help the dogs sort out their lower places in the social 

structure more peacefully. 

Breaking up a fight: If you need to break up a fight, do 

so by squirting the dogs with water or making a loud noise 

to try and interrupt them. Touching dogs while they are 

fighting can result in what is called ñredirected aggres-

sion,ò where a dog may bite you because he thinks you are 

part of the conflict. If youôve had a dog fight, please call 

our dog behavior helpline at (303) 751-5772, Ext. 1420, or 

contact your veterinarian for a referral to a professional 

animal behaviorist. 

What You Can Do To Help 

¶ If the dogs involved are intact males or females, spay 

or neuter both dogs. 

¶ Make sure that all of the humans in your household 

are at the top of the hierarchy. .ò 

¶ Establish fair rules and enforce them consistently. This 

helps all the dogs feel more secure and also reinforces 

your role as leader. 

¶ With the help of a professional animal behaviorist, 

elicit and reinforce non-aggressive 

      behaviors using counter-conditioning and  

      desensitization techniques. These procedures must                           

be designed and tailored to specifically meet the needs 

of each individual case and require professional in-

home help. 

¶ Punishment will not resolve the issue and can actually 

make it worse. 

¶ You should be aware that if you respond to this type 

of problem inappropriately, you run the risk of intensi-

fying the problem and potentially causing injury to 

yourself and/or your dogs. 

 

Adapted from material originally developed by applied 

animal behaviorists at the Dumb Friends League, Denver, 

Colorado. All rights reserved.  
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The annual ñAIRCRAFT FOR ANIMALSò FLY-

IN 2010 at the Oconee Regional Airport, is Saturday 

May 8th from 10:00am to 3:00pm with a rain date of 

May 15th.This is an exciting fundraiser for the Oconee 

Humane Society with ALL proceeds donated to the 

welfare of unwanted and discarded pets. The Humane 

Society is a group of very talented volunteers who 

work tirelessly to provide a voice for those that cannot 

speak. 

Vintage aircraft will be on display, along with vintage 

cars and hotrods, and the Oconee Sheriffôs department 

will have their helicopter mobile command center and 

sniffer dog demonstration.  There will be airplane 

rides, a sky diving demonstration, animals for adop-

tion, raffle tickets, hamburgers, hotdogs and desserts. 

Give Mom an extra special gift this year and take 

her for a ride in the sky!  This  event grows in atten-

dance each year and is packed with attractions, food 

and fun. Please join us and help support the        

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Oconee efforts of  Humane Society, and while you 

are there ADOPT A PET!!!If you would like to volun-

teer at these events please call the Oconee Humane 

Society at 864-882-4719 or visit w.oconeehumane.org 

for a complete list of dogs and cats available for adop-

tion and how you can support the humane society. 

 

FOR THE KIDS 
 
Understanding your pet is one of the best ways to help you communicate with and care for your spe-
cial friend. Whether you have a dog, a cat, or any other pet, watch him (or her) and listen to the 
sounds he makes to see how he communicates with you and other animals.                                                                                                                
What You'll Need:  

 
Notebook  
Pen 
Markers                                                                                                                                                            

 
Step One: Watch your pet's eyes, ears, tails, paws, and fur. And watch his whole body. Try to figure 
out what he's "saying" by using his body. Does your dog or cat ever run back and forth between you 
and her food bowl? (Maybe he's saying, "It's time for my dinner!") Or between you and the door? 
("Let's go outside!") Does your pet roll over and look at you to let you know 
she wants a tummy rub? Animals also use their voices in more ways than 
you might think. How many different barks does your dog have, and what do 
they all mean? He probably has one bark for "Someone's at the door!" and 
another bark for "Hey, you stepped on my tail!" He probably also growls, 
whines, and makes other sounds. Each sound means he's trying to commu-
nicate with you or another animal. It's the same with your cat. She may have 
one meow to say, "Feed me!" and another to say, "Can I come in now?"  
 
Step Two: Try making a pet dictionary, in which you record all the different 
ways your pet communicates, and what you think each thing means. Try to 
draw pictures of what your pet looks like when she's "saying" different things. 
The more you pay attention to your pet, the better you'll understanding him. 
 



P.O. Box 966  -  West Union, SC 29696  -  Tel. 864 882 4719         

Oconee Humane Society -  2010 Membership Application  

 

Name:________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Street Address / PO Box:_________________________________________________ 

 

 

City:_________________________________ State:______ Zip Code_____________ 

 

 

Telephone:______________________Email:________________________________ _ 

                                                    (optional)                                If you give us your email address and you would like to help save 

                                                                                                    future print and postage costs, receive your next Paw Prints by email 

                                                                                                    and circle either  YES  or  NO               Go Green!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

May we contact you regarding volunteer work?  (circle) YES  or  NO 

Comments or suggestions:  

Please fill out this form, cut it on the line below, tear along the side and mail it with your check or MasterCard or Visa information. 

ñññññññññññññññññññðññ--ñññññññññññññññññññ 

Membership Categories 

(check any number) 

 

 

___ $10 Youth 
 

___ $25 Family 
 

___ $50 Sustaining 

 

___ $100 Business 
 

___ $150 Benefactor 

 

Additional donation to: 

 

$_______ Spay/Neuter 

 

$_______ Building Fund 

 

$_______ General Fund 

Total   amount 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

$ _____________________                             

Oconee Humane Society 

P.O. Box 966                   

West Union, SC 29696      

We now accept MasterCard and Visa.  Please circle one:   M   V   
16 digit                                                                                                              Exp. 

Number   __  __  __  __  .  __  __  __  __  .  __  __  __  __  .  __  __  __  __   Date  __  __  /  2  0  __  __    
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